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Methodology

• Primer: an introduction to a field of study

• Targeted survey of primers from various 
disciplines

• Evaluated for overall clarity and effectiveness

• Compared effective and ineffective aspects

• Provided recommendations



Primer: HB1291, An Illegal Ripoff

Independence Institute “Primer: HB1291, An Illegal Ripoff”. http://energy.i2i.org/2011/04/17/primer-hb-1291-an-illegal-rip-
off/
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Towards a Safer Food Supply in Europe

Belgian Science Policy. “Towards a Safer Food Supply in Europe”. Ed. Carlos Van Pateghem, Sarah De Saeger and Els
Daeseleire. http://www.belspo.be/belspo/home/publ/pub_ostc/OA/rOA22_en.pdf

Too Technical!

http://www.belspo.be/belspo/home/publ/pub_ostc/OA/rOA22_en.pdf


The Texas Health Care Primer

Center for Public Policy Priorities. “The Texas Health Care Primer”. (2011) 
http://www.cppp.org/files/3/TxHlthPrimer_2011_Side_by_Side.pdf

Questions



The Texas Health Care Primer

Center for Public Policy Priorities. “The Texas Health Care Primer”. (2011) 
http://www.cppp.org/files/3/TxHlthPrimer_2011_Side_by_Side.pdf

Graphs



Black Carbon: A Science/Policy Primer

Pew Center on Global Climate Change. “Black Carbon: A Science/Policy Primer”. 2009: 
http://www.pewclimate.org/docUploads/black-carbon-12-16-09.pdf

Informative Graphics



The Migration Observatory



The Migration Observatory



Make it Good!

Good Bad
Unbiased Presentation Bias

Table of Contents 
Organized by Questions

Overly Technical Information

Bar Graphs, Line Graphs, 
Scatterplots

Unclear/Difficult to understand 
Charts

Informative Graphics Gratuitous Graphics

Web Interface Overly lengthy



Recommendations

Concise; topical

Clear organization

Pertinent diagrams, and graphs

Easy to understand language 

Web interface

– Easily Navigable/Searchable

– RSS, other real-time updates

– Appropriate tagging
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