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Would the Germans have won the 
battle if Hitler had allowed von 

Manstein to put the XXIV 
Panzerkorps in the battle, instead of 

canceling Operation Citadel?
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Where:

D is the Damage Dealt

a is the accuracy of the shooter

r is a normalized random number between 0 and 1

d is the distance (in patches) between the attacker and target

hn is the attacker’s health at nth tick

h0 is the attacker’s maximum health
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http://www.kuriosly.com/kursk/KURSK.html


Application to Today
• This example shows that the analysis of a Field Marshall 

involved more intimately with a battle can be more 

discerning than that of a commander more removed from the 

field of battle

• In a Clausewitzian manner, was will the Center of Gravity 

for the two parties involved?  Did the Russians simply have 

greater will?  (e.g. Vietnam, Iraq, etc…)

• Can this battle help us to understand the modern Russian war 

machine?
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